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Forest Supervisor Michael Chaveas was the featured guest at the October 25th

Friends of Lake Monroe meeting at the Monroe County Library.  About 50

people attended the meeting, 35 of whom were new to a FLM meeting.  

Mr. Chaveas spoke about the U.S. Forest Service's mission and legal mandate,

and about management and planning for Hoosier National Forest (HNF).  He

explained that the HNF 2006 Management Plan divides HNF into zones and

specifies limits and desired conditions for each zone.  

Proposed as part of the Management Plan, the Houston South project lies

entirely within Lake Monroe's South Fork sub-watershed, which is mainly in

Jackson County.  The preliminary project proposal calls for 4,004 acres of

timber harvest, including 417 acres of clearcutting, 714 acres of shelterwood

cutting, 2,343 acres of hardwood thinning, 96 acres of pine thinning, and 435

acres of selective harvest.  

The project is in the early stages of design and the process of analysis and

decision making will take about twelve months, so there will be more

opportunities for public input. 

Comments and questions from FLM members and the public at the October



25th meeting emphasized the need to protect Lake Monroe, particularly as a

drinking water source.  Concerns were voiced about the risk of further water

quality degradation of both Lake Monroe and the South Fork of Salt Creek,

which feeds into Lake Monroe.  It was noted that the 2006 Management Plan

was written before the problems with blue-green algae were discovered on the

lake and before there was public concern about drinking water safety.

Water quality impacts of the Houston South project could be reduced with the

right methods, but Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, president of FLM and former

watershed manager for Lassen National Forest, expressed concern that USFS

won't have sufficient staff to implement and evaluate best management

practices to mitigate the impacts of the proposed logging.

Friends of Lake Monroe is committed to improving the lake’s water quality by

reducing nutrient and sediment runoff to the lake.  Because the Houston South

project has the potential to harm water quality, FLM will be exploring

alternatives as part of its contribution to the public input into the project review

process. 

Under the headline, "Plan calls for clear cutting in Hoosier National Forest," the

Herald-Times carried an in-depth story written by Carol Kugler, dated October

27 in the online edition, about the October 25th FLM meeting and discussion

with Michael Chaveas concerning the proposed Houston South forest

management project and its possible impacts on Lake Monroe and its

watershed.

The article leads with paragraph stating, "Talk of timber cutting, water quality

and plans south of Lake Monroe in the Hoosier National Forest dominated a

discussion for citizens at the Monroe County Public Library this week."  The



article goes on to discuss the U.S. Forest Service's silviculture goals and the

USFS's 2006 Management Plan for the Hoosier Nation Forest.

Friends of Lake Monroe would like to thank the H-T for its coverage of the

meeting. Those with a newspaper subscription can view the full article  here.

Friends of Lake Monroe submitted an application this past August to the

Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) for a grant under

Section 319 of the U.S Clean Water Act to hire a watershed coordinator,

monitor water quality, engage stakeholders, and develop a watershed plan.  

IDEM has now notified FLM that it will recommend FLM's proposal to the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency for funding! 

IDEM's recommendation is not a guarantee, since the EPA's funding allocation

for Indiana has not yet been determined. However, several community

organizations, including the City of Bloomington Utility Services Board, Monroe

County Stormwater Board, and Sassafras Audubon Sociey, have made

commitments of matching funds if the grant is approved.

Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, FLM president, was cautiously optimistic about this

news, “This is a very important step in the funding process and we are excited

to have our application receive a high ranking.  There are many people who

worked to bring us this far.  The overwhelming support by our local government

and community played a big part in our success.  Let’s hope that we get the

final EPA approval and funding so that we can meet our goal of developing a

watershed plan for this vital resource."

Would you like to learn about a success story of using a watershed plan to



restore a stream as a healthy habitat?  Then have a look at the case of the

Buck Creek-Busseron Creek Subwatershed in Sullivan County, Indiana, about

100 km (60 miles) west of Bloomington.

Tests of these two creeks, conducted by the Indiana Department of

Environmental Management (IDEM) between 2000 and 2006, revealed water

quality problems like high phosphorus content and low oxygen content, with the

result that the streams were no longer providing good habitats for plant and

animal life.

Once the streams were listed as "impaired" by the U.S. EPA, however, IDEM

was able in 2010 to get EPA funding under a Section 319 grant (the same

source that FLM is seeking for the Lake Monroe watershed) to prepare and

implement a watershed management plan to restore the two streams.

The various measures taken by the state and national authorities under this

plan included:

Access control.

Conservation cover crops.

Conservation tillage.

Fencing.

Filter strips.

Grassed waterways.

Nutrient management.

Pest management.

Streambank protection.

Water and sediment control basins.

A waste management system.

Waste recycling.

As a result of this extensive group of measures, IDEM reported in 2016 that the

streams' tests met EPA standards and that "the biologic community has

recovered."

You can see the EPA's two-page report on this program online, here.



October's volunteers made a fascinating discovery (while also collecting two

bags of trash).

The remnants of an old floating dock!

The dock had been deposited in the woods during high water.  Our volunteers

reported its location to the DNR for removal.

IU student Isabel Alvarez participated in the cleanup and shot video footage for

a public service announcement to be produced by the IU Media School. 



November 17: Shoreline Cleanup >

See All Events >

FLM is looking for 5-7 volunteers to help with its

monthly Adopt-A-Shoreline cleanup on Saturday,

November 17th, from 2:00 - 4:00 PM at the

Paynetown State Recreation Area on State Road

446. The October clean-up will be hosted by

Board member Richard Harris.

Appropriate clothing for volunteers includes

rugged shoes and gloves. Kids under 14 need to

be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Volunteers should meet at the campground store.

Be sure to tell the gate attendant that you are

participating in the cleanup to get free admission

to the property. In the event of inclement weather,

an email will be send to volunteers by 11:00 AM

the day of the event.

Sign up here. 

Got a friend or neighbor who should know about Friends of Lake Monroe? 




