
WFHB's Eco Report seeks volunteers to assist with its award-winning

programming. No experience is necessary; WFHB provides all the training and

technical support required.

Come get involved, reporting, engineering and producing the state's only

independent weekly environmental watchdog program.

For more information, come by the station for WFHB's New Volunteer

Orientations on the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Or, email

News@WFHB.org.
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Indiana's Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has finally gotten the lumber

cut and is seeking volunteers to help build fish habitat structures for immersion

in Lake Monroe.  The work will take place on Tuesday, June 25, from 5:30 to

7:30 pm. 

Sandy Clark-Kolaks, DNR's Southern Fisheries Research Biologist, says that

volunteers should arrive at the DNR Bloomington Office (5596 East State Road

46 Bloomington, IN 47401) for instructions. People are welcome to come and

go as they are available.

Equipment will be provided, but volunteers are encouraged to dress

appropriately for working outside and to bring items such as snacks, water,

protective eyewear, gloves, and cordless drills.



WATER: A Celebration! “Talks and Tables”

Ivy Tech John Waldron Arts Center

Saturday, June 15

2:00-4:00 PM

We depend on water for drinking, bathing, growing our gardens and

recreation.  We all know water comes from precipitation, but what then? 

Where does your drinking water come from?  How can you help to keep

our water clean?  How can you help to reduce flooding?  What is green

infrastructure and how does it relate to you? Are there grants that are

available to assist homeowners and others?  Please join us to learn what

we are doing and what actions you can take to help keep our waterways

clean!

Speakers include:

Sherry Mitchell Bruker, President, Friends of Lake Monroe,

Vic Kelson, Director, City of Bloomington Utilities,



Kelsey Thetonia, MS4 Coordinator, City of Bloomington Utilities.

Tables and activities include:

Friends of Lake Monroe and City of Bloomington Utilities — Make a

pledge to take action for waterways. Add your pledge to our “School of

Fish” installation.

Friends of Lake Monroe — Learn about our vision and work to keep

Lake Monroe swimmable, fishable, and drinkable.

City of Bloomington Utilities — We offer ways you can help keep our

waterways clean - from the Storm Drain Marking program to residential

grants for green stormwater infrastructure. In addition, learn how to spot

and report dumping of pollutants. Information on upcoming education and

outreach and special events will also be available. Bring home a free re-

usable water bottle!

Bloomington Environmental Commission.

Also:

Bloomington Habitat Stewards

League of Women Voters

Sierra Club

Indiana Forest Alliance



The first event of "Water: A Celebration" was held on June 7 at the Ivy Tech

John Waldron Arts Center, drawing 449 participants and yielding 90 "action"

pledges.

Forty-four water-themed photos submitted by the public in the Flashlight

Gallery, a fish mobile complete with creek music and movement hung in the

Vault room, and Dawn Adams’s “Water is Life” exhibit in the Rosemary Miller

Gallery, created an environment of awareness and inner reflection on how

important it is to keep our waterways clean; especially Lake Monroe.

A BIG SHOUTOUT to Dawn Adams for donating her painting titled “Lakeshore

Reflections” for the silent auction at our upcoming FUNdraiser on Thursday,

June 27, 5-8 pm, at the Upland Brewery on 11th St.  



This event will take place at the Upland Brewery facilities at 350 W. 11th Street.

The silent auction will feature items from many donors:

Kayak donated by JL Waters

Oil Painting "Lakeshore Reflections" by local artist Dawn Adams



WaterColor Painting "Middle Fork Lake Monroe" by Brown County artist

Ted Reeves

Limited edition print "Girlfriends" by local artist Carol Miller

Print “Ellen and the Lamp” by Lynne Gilliatt

Photography package by Kip May Photography

Water-themed photography by local photographers including Kriste

Lindberg, Amy Dowell, Melanie Head, Howard Lodge, and Don Waters

Taste and Tour for 4 donated by Upland Brewery

Peach Tree and Jam donated by Rural King

Eco Starting Kit donated by Bloomingfoods

Kayak Rental donated by Most High Country Adventure Outfitters

Haircut and product donated by Laura at Fantastic Sams Kinser Pike

Chimes of Christmas by Herald Times

Basket of Chanterelles by Pat and Cheryl Munson

BBQ supplies by Lowes Department Store

Garden tools by Bloomington Valley Nursery

Membership packet from the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis

And more...



After several months of very high water levels at the lake, the water is finally

beginning to recede. The high water has impaired our monthly Adopt-

A-Shoreline cleanup for the last few months, and resulted in the cancellation of

the May cleanup entirely.

Assuming the Army Corps of Engineers will be able to continue releasing water

from the lake, water levels should be even lower later in June and we should

have access to all areas of Paynetown. Unfortunately, receding water often

leaves lots of trash along the shoreline, so there should be plenty to keep us

busy.

If you’re interested in helping with our monthly cleanups, please sign up for the

June or July cleanup (or both!) on our webpage, www.friendsoflakemonroe.org.

If you sign up, we can contact you in case the event needs to be cancelled or

rescheduled due to weather conditions.



Here's a situation update from FLM board member Richard Harris:

If you have visited Lake Monroe in the past several months or paid attention to

the local news, you are probably aware that water levels at the lake have been

far above normal since January due to a very wet spring. It’s not unusual for the

lake to experience elevated water levels in late winter and early spring, but the

duration of the high water this year has been unusual.

After peaking at about 13 feet above normal pool in May (normal pool is 538

feet above sea level), only recently has the water level dipped to 9 feet above

normal pool. Several state-owned properties at the lake, including a few of the

boat ramps, have been closed due to high water, but Jill Vance, DNR

Interpretive Naturalist at the Paynetown State Recreation Area, reported that

she was recently able to drive to her office at the Activity Center for the first

time since January 28!



The Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE) has responsibility for controlling water

levels at the lake, and their first priority is flood control. Even though water

levels at the lake have been far above normal since January, the ACOE has

been releasing water from the lake only intermittently as they respond to flood

conditions in the White River south of Lake Monroe.

If you have ever seen it when water is being released at its maximum rate —

over 2,000 cubic feet per second — the torrent of water surging into Salt Creek

below the dam is a powerful experience.  The ACOE maintains a small park

with picnic tables and restrooms on the west side of Salt Creek just below the

dam. This park can be accessed by turning onto Tailwater Drive off of East

Monroe Dam Road just before reaching the dam.

Information about the lake water level and the outflow can be obtained from the

ACOE website at http://www.lrl-wc.usace.army.mil/reports/lkreport.html.



Richard also sees the bright side, writing:

Did you know that over half of Lake Monroe’s watershed lies in Brown County?

However, during normal pool conditions, the lake itself lies almost exclusively in

Monroe County, with only a small portion extending into Brown County.

When lake water levels reach their maximum height at 556 feet above sea level

(called the spillway crest elevation), Lake Monroe’s surface area grows from

10,750 acres at normal pool, to over 18,000 acres, an increase in size of over

70%!  Much of this expanded surface area occurs in the headwaters of the lake

in Brown County as the water overflows the historic confines of the North,

Middle, and South branches of Salt Creek and spills over into the adjacent

creek valleys.

This phenomenon can lead to an interesting experience when paddling the

headwaters in high-water conditions. 

At normal pool when accessing the lake from the DNR boat ramp at Crooked

Creek in Brown County, one can paddle a short distance to the south, and then



turn east and head up Salt Creek towards the confluence of the South and

Middle Forks and what used to be Elkinsville.

However, when the lake is at the water levels we have seen recently, Salt

Creek is no longer confined to the historic creek bed, and it is possible to

paddle in the cool shade among the trees that now sit in up to 10 feet of water.

An adventuresome soul can paddle for quite a distance, exploring areas that

would not typically be accessible.

It’s a completely different experience from paddling the headwaters at normal

pool, and both are well worth experiencing.
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Saturday, June 15, 2:00-4:00pm

Water Talks!

Come to the Ivy Tech John Waldron Arts Center to participate in a discussion

about actions you and your neighbors can take to improve our waterways.

Thursday, June 27, 5:00-8:00pm

Dine & Donate FUNdraiser

Enjoy an evening of music, appetizers, and a silent auction at the 350 W 11th

Street location of the Upland Brewing Company. 





Check FLM's website for future opportunities,

including monthly shoreline cleanup get-

togethers.

WFHB radio Eco Report productions

Email News@WFHB.org.

Paynetown State Recreation Area Shoreline

Cleanups

Tuesday, June 25, 6:00pm

Tuesday, July 23, 6:09pm

Build Fish Habitat for Lake Monroe

Tuesday, June 25, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm 



DNR Bloomington Office (5596 East State Road

46 Bloomington, IN 47401.

Got a friend or neighbor who should know about Friends of Lake Monroe? 
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