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We were honored with this citation: “Over the last two years, these six
volunteers have connected over 150 people with local experts and
stakeholders under the collective umbrella of an ambitious goal – to keep the
lake clean.”
Learn more here.

After incorporating as a non-profit in the State of Indiana, we also
applied and received 501c3 status. So your donation is tax deductible!

2018 Board Members
Richard Harris, Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, Lily Bonwich, Kevin Dogan,
and Dave Simcox: missing Mary Madore, Bet Savich, and Cheryl
Munson.

FLM president, Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, has been working with The
Nature Conservancy and The City of Bloomington Utilities (CBU) to
explore the feasibility of a water fund.
As a first step, a group of scientists from government agencies and
Indiana University were gathered to locate sources of existing data
and identify data needs. The Nature Conservancy funded a SPEA
graduate student to work with a SPEA faculty member, Melissa Laney,
to compile and analyze these data. The report will soon be available.
As a result, a second group of scientists, including CBU, the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers, the Hoosier National Forest, the Indiana
State Department of Environmental Management, the U.S. Geological
Survey, and SPEA, is working to develop an integrated monitoring
plan for Lake Monroe.

Six volunteers, led by intern Brady Barksdale, conducted weekly water
clarity monitoring on the lake.

Brady Barksdale teaches Patty Denison how the new turbidity meter
works.

Richard Harris, Joy Brown, Mackenzie Adams, and Mary Madore
represented FLM at the 4th of July Parade. They handed out a couple
hundred fish bracelets with facts about Lake Monroe.

Summer Intern, Brady Barksdale, interviewed area fishermen and
state fisheries scientists to learn more about recreational fishing in
Lake Monroe. His report can be viewed here.

The Friends of Lake Monroe created a series of clean boating and
anti-litter educational materials targeting visitors to the lake. We
donated six posters covering a variety of environment-friendly boating
tips to the Paynetown State Recreation Area – and they were on
display at information kiosks this past summer at Paynetown.
FLM also collaborated with Visit Bloomington to develop a laminated
card containing several clean boating tips which were distributed to
boaters and at boating-related businesses around the lake.

Kevin Dogan meets his neighbors, Jorn and Leslie Kollum, at Pridefest
FLM collaborated with Bloomington and Monroe County to name
August 25th our local Water Quality Day at Pridefest. FLM board
members and volunteers tabled with our friends from the Conservation
Law Center to promote clean available water. Fish bracelets with facts
about Lake Monroe were distributed during the event.

Nick’s English Hut and server Natalie Cabanaw hosted a fundraiser for
FLM on August 16th. Natalie donated ALL of her tips and Nick’s
donated 20% of the food and drink tab.
Thank you Natalie and Nick's!

The City of Bloomington Utilities and the Monroe County Stormwater
Board each committed to $37,500 to match funding from U.S. EPA if
our Lake Monroe Watershed Management grant application is
approved.
In addition, Sassafrass Audubon Society committed to $2,000 in
matching funds and the City of Bloomington Utilities agreed to provide
office space for a watershed coordinator.
FLM's grant application has received 32 letters of support from the
community. See them all here.

Scientist Howard Webb has led the effort to obtain current maps and
develop new maps of the Lake Monroe bed topography – bathymetry.
Trial efforts in the lake's Pine Grove section reveal that the remnant
stream bed of Salt Creek is still intact and that the 1997 study
suggesting there is approximately 0.01 inch sediment accumulation
per year is still accurate.
Howard is developing methods to engage citizen scientists and
fishermen in this effort.

The grant, if funded by EPA, would cover the cost of hiring a
watershed coordinator, monitoring water quality, engaging
stakeholders, and developing a watershed management plan.
Learn more here.

During a series of meetings with Hoosier National Forest aimed at
forming a formal collaborative group, FLM learned about Hoosier
National Forest’s plan to log more than 4,000 acres in the Lake
Monroe watershed.
We invited Forest Supervisor, Michael Chaveas to speak to the public
about this project and encouraged citizens, along with Bloomington
and Monroe County government to learn more about this proposal. We
worked with a group of non-profits and citizens to study the proposal
and submit comments.
You can view those comments here.

Thank you all who helped with our kayak outing and Pridefest, and
who walked in the 4th of July parade!
Mackenzie Adams
Brady Barksdale
Joy Brown
Steve Chafin
Dan Clark
Jillian East
Rachel Ellenson
Dave Rupp
Rudy Savich
Ruth Simcox
Thank you to those who sampled water, from spring to fall, in rain or
shine!
Mackenzie Adams
Brady Barksdale
Dan Clark
Patty Denison
Anne Hedin
Howard Webb
Thanks to all of you working on outreach with videos, public service
announcements, posters, making fish bracelets, and newsletters!
Mackenzie Adams
Isabella Silva-Alverez
Brady Barksdale
Barb Bowman
Joy Brown
Anna Hopkins
Jim Krause
Joe Ryan
Ruth Simcox
Luke Skulski
Tamsin Stringer

A great shout-out to those of you who have volunteered with the
Shoreline Cleanup and picking up on your own. Your work makes a
visible (and invisible) difference!
Isabella Silva-Alverez
Brady Barksdale
Arpan Bose
Dan Clark
Maria Collee
Alex Crandell
Martha Dogan
Megan Gokey
Bill Headley
Judy Headley
Derrick Herrmann
Erin Hollinden
Emily Jackson
Linda Lightner
Dan Ostas
Deborah Piston-Hatlen
Ellen Popodi
Abigail Presson-Wallace
Dash Ruthenburg
Rudy Savich
Jerry Ulrey
Pat Ulrey
Soloman Zivat
Thank you Beth Gazley for hosting a House Party!
FLM benefited from a number of expert guest speakers in 2018.
Thanks to all!
Cara Bergschneider, USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service.
Rex Watters, Monroe Reservoir Wildlife Specialist, Indiana Dept.
Natural Resources.
Kathleen Hagan, Indiana Dept. Environmental Management, SE
Indiana Watershed Specialist.
Tammy Behrman Monroe County Planning Department

Sandy Clark-Kolaks, Southern Fisheries Research Biologist,
Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
Michael Chaveas, Superintendent, Hoosier National Forest.
And a big Thank-You to all the businesses that supported us this year!
FourWinds Lakeside Inn and Marina
Indigo Birding Nature Tours
Kroger eastside
Lowes Home Improvement Center
Most High Adventure Outfitters
Raymond Foundation
Visit Bloomington

Become a Member!
In 2018, the Friends of Lake Monroe created a mechanism for those
interested in financially supporting our work by establishing a
membership structure. Memberships are available at the individual
($20), family ($50), supporting ($100), and sustaining ($250) levels.
We have over 40 members. Let's double that number in 2019!
Donate!
Donations can be made on our website at
www.friendsoflakemonroe.org.
Come to the Monthly Meetings!
Our next regular meeting is on January 24, 2019, at 6:00pm in the
Monroe Public Library (303 E. Kirkwood Ave. in Bloomington), Room
1C.
Join One of FLM's Committees!

We are looking for volunteers to serve on these committees.
Development: (Co-chairs Mary Madore and Jim Krause) fundraising,
membership, volunteer program, marketing, outreach, public relations,
media, communications, events.
Governance: (Co-chairs Cheryl Munson and Kevin Dogan) evaluation,
monitoring executive director, succession planning, nominating
committee, strategic plan, annual report, by-laws, some contracts.
Finance: (Chair Richard Harris) tracking money spent, some contracts.
Programs: (Chair Sherry Mitchell-Bruker) tracking legislation, science
and other programs.
Executive: Along with the executive officers (FLM's President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer), this committee has one co-chair from
each of Development, Finance, Governance and Programs
Committees (if those committees are not already represented by the
officers).
Clean the Lake!
Get together with friends at the lakeshore for our monthly contribution
to picking up harmful plastics and other debris.
Share Your Enjoyment of the Lake!
Share a picture of Lake Monroe to show its beauty and to celebrate
people enjoying and maintaining it.
Share events and news on our Facebook page: "Friends of Lake
Monroe." Over 400 users have "Liked" our page!
Host an FLM get-together.
Thank you to Beth Gazley for hosting a house party for FLM!

In November, 2017, the Friends of Lake Monroe adopted the
Paynetown State Recreation Area as part of the DNR’s AdoptA-Shoreline program. Each month, FLM volunteers scour the beach,
the boat ramp, or the campground picking up unsightly trash that might
otherwise end up in the lake, or at a minimum, diminishes the
experience to visitors to the area.
In 2018, 24 volunteers (many repeat volunteers) participated in the
monthly cleanups, removing hundreds of pounds of trash over the
course of the year. In addition to removing trash, the cleanups give
the volunteers a sense of pride and ownership in their lake, and
hopefully inspires others to keep the lake and its watershed clean.
Thanks to all our volunteers in 2018!
Thanks also to the Bloomington Lowe’s Home Center for their
donation of 10 “trash grabbers” to assist our volunteers in picking up
trash.
Upcoming shoreline cleanups are posted on the Events calendar on

our website (www.friendsoflakemonroe.org).

Former Bloomingtonian Dan Ostas (l) and current Monroe County resident
Rudy Savich (r), as well as Bet Savich (not pictured) enjoyed a crisp, beautiful
day on the lake shore while picking up plastics and other pollutants on
December 29, 2018.

The date is Saturday, February 23rd at 2:00 pm, Paynetown State
Recreation Area on State Road 446.
Appropriate clothing for volunteers includes rugged shoes and gloves.
Kids under 14 need to be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Volunteers should meet at the campground store. Be sure to tell the
gate attendant that you are participating in the cleanup to get free
admission to the property.

Monthly FLM Meeting:
January 24th at 6:00pm in the Monroe Public
Library (303 E Kirkwood Ave in Bloomington),
Room 1C.
Brandon Barrett, tournament angler and licensed
guide, will be attending along with the current
Director of Indiana Bass Federation. Having
been fishing Lake Monroe their whole lives, some
even before the reservoir was filled, they will
share what they love about the lake, what
changes they have seen, and their concerns for
the future.
This event is announced in FLM's website here.

Shoreline Cleanup:
Saturday, February 23rd at 2:00 pm, Paynetown
State Recreation Area on State Road 446.
See All Events >

Check FLM's website for future opportunities,
including monthly shoreline cleanup gettogethers.

Got a friend or neighbor who should know about Friends of Lake Monroe?
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