LAKE
1. Bloomington – While most of
Bloomington lies outside the watershed,
the city depends on Lake Monroe as its
source of drinking water. Lake Monroe is
also an economic driver for the region, with
an estimated annual recreational value of
$29,000,000.
2. Stillwater Marsh – The Stillwater-North
Fork Waterfowl Resting Area is a large
seasonal marsh located where North Fork
Salt Creek enters Lake Monroe. The marsh
is flooded each fall to provide a winter home
for waterfowl, raptors, shorebirds, and
wading birds.
3. Yellowwood Lake – The third largest
lake in the watershed, Yellowwood Lake was
formed in 1949. There are over 2,000 ponds
and lakes in the watershed, all of which were
constructed by building dams (just like Lake
Monroe).
4. Nashville – The Town of Nashville is a
well-known artist community and tourist
destination located on North Fork Salt
Creek. The town has a boat launch onto
North Fork Salt at Deer Run Park and also
the Nashville Wastewater Treatment Plant,
which treats sewage from the town.

MONROE WATERSHED
5. Brown County State Park – Indiana’s
largest state park is located entirely within
the Lake Monroe watershed. While perhaps
best known for its fall foliage, the park also
has a large equestrian campground and a
number of horse trails.

10. Kurtz Stream Gage – Friends of Lake
Monroe organized the installation of a
United States Geological Survey stream gage
on South Fork Salt Creek in 2020. Located
in Kurtz, this gage provides continuous
measurements of flow in the creek.

6. Gatesville – This section of North Fork
Salt Creek is still a popular destination
for gold panners who hunt for treasure in
the creek sediment. Gold panning is also
permitted in Yellowwood State Forest but a
permit is required from the state forest office.

11. Maumee – Deep in the Hoosier
National Forest, the Maumee bridge
provides an opportunity to observe South
Fork Salt Creek just before it enters Lake
Monroe. South Fork Salt Creek drains an
area with much more agriculture than the
rest of the watershed though it is still over
75% forest.

7. Sweetwater Lake – The second largest
lake in the Lake Monroe watershed is home
to a large residential community along with
its sister Cordry Lake (which is located just
outside the Lake Monroe watershed).
8. Stone Head Nature Preserve – This
122-acre privately owned nature preserve
is located on Middle Fork Salt Creek and
contains a diverse array of habitat types
including wetland impoundments, meadows,
riparian (stream) corridor, and forest.
9. Story – Once a rural village, this tiny
settlement is now a restaurant and inn
located near Middle Fork Salt Creek. The
area west of Story contains many forested and
emergent wetlands that provide a home to a
deafening number of frogs in the spring.

12. Hickory Ridge Lookout Tower – This
110-foot fire tower was built in 1936 on
the ridge that separates the Lake Monroe
watershed from the Lower Salt Creek
watershed. Enjoy the views of the Hoosier
National Forest, which makes up nearly 20%
of the Lake Monroe watershed.
13. Lake Monroe Dam – Lake Monroe
was originally constructed to help control
flooding in the downstream East Fork
White River. The Army Corps of Engineers
continues to control downstream flow by
adjusting the release of water through the
dam based on current conditions.

WELCOME! FUN FACTS
Did you know that over 441 square
miles of land drain into Lake Monroe?
This area is called the watershed and it
is defined by the ridges that surround
it. The Lake Monroe watershed features
steep, high hills and narrow valleys
carved into siltstone and shale bedrock.

- Over 82% of the watershed is forested.

Over 82% of the watershed is
forested and agriculture is primarily
limited to the floodplains of its three
main tributaries – North Fork Salt Creek,
Middle Fork Salt Creek, and South Fork
Salt Creek. When it rains, pollutants on
the ground in the watershed get washed
into the nearest stream and ultimately
flow into Lake Monroe. That is why
protection of the land is essential for
protection of the lake.

- The top agricultural products produced in
the watershed are corn, soybeans, and beef.

Friends of Lake Monroe is
developing a Watershed Management
Plan for Lake Monroe that will guide
efforts to preserve and enhance the whole
watershed.

- 56% of the watershed is in Brown County,
21% is in Monroe County, and 21% is in
Jackson County.
- More than 75% of Brown County drains
into Lake Monroe.

- An estimated 3,000 cows and 500 horses
live in the watershed.
- More than 40% of the land in the
watershed is owned by the state or federal
government, including Yellowwood State
Forest, Brown County State Park, and part
of the Hoosier National Forest.
- Over 7,000 households in the watershed
rely on on-site septic systems to treat their
wastewater (sewage).
-Lake Monroe is the largest lake in Indiana
with a surface area of 10,750 acres and over
100 miles of shoreline.
-Lake Monroe is technically a reservoir,
having been constructed in 1966 for flood
control, recreation, and as a drinking water
source.
-Over 130,000 people get their drinking
water from the lake
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Ready to explore the watershed?
We have identified 13 sites where you
can learn more about Lake Monroe
and its tributaries. We are fortunate to
have a heavily forested watershed with
a variety of parks, nature preserves,
forests, and towns to explore. For
more information, please visit our
website.
www.friendsoflakemonroe.org

South Fork
Salt Creek

1. Bloomington (Bloomingfoods East) 39.163703, -86.492053
2. Stillwater Marsh (Observation Platform) 39.143224, -86.392956
3. Yellowwood Lake (Youth Camping Area) 39.191823, -86.342665
4. Nashville (Salt Creek Trail) 39.203613, -86.247361
5. Brown County State Park (North Entrance) 39.196553, -86.216349
6. Gatesville (Gatesville Country Store) 39.261486, -86.145901
7. Sweetwater Lake (Eagle Drive) 39.302396, -86.134481
8. Stone Head Nature Preserve 39.128868, -86.157411
9. Story (Story Inn) 39.098711, -86.213939
10. Kurtz Stream Gage (Bridge) 38.962877, -86.203431
11. Maumee (Bridge) 39.021919, -86.260701
12. Hickory Ridge Lookout Tower 39.034559, -86.321288
13. Lake Monroe Dam (Tailwaters) 39.007310, -86.509967
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